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Free Consultation
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Deadline for Adjustment of Status Applications

Confusion in the immigrant community has arisen about the perceived need for filing Adjust-
ment of Status (I-485) applications by April 1. This has resulted in unnecessary waits in long lines at

INS offices in several cities,

3121/97

Adjustment of Status (I-485) applications do not need be filed prior to April 1, 1997. Filing I-
485 or getting married to try to adjust immigration status prior to April 1 provides no advantage to the
applicant under the changes in the immigration law which will become effective April 1, 1997,

The deadline for uniawfislly present aliens to adjust their immigration status is Sep:

ber 30,

1997. The Administration has urged Congress to extend the adjustment of status beyond that date.
INS is making every effort to clarify these issues and address the problem of long lines at some offices
caused by increased number of adjustment os status applications.

In order to avoid waiting in lines, INS has added a second shift to our forms requesttgll free
phone lines 800/870-3676. In addition, our toll free ASK IMMIGRATION lines are available for
general inquiries and individual immigration questions - 800-375-5283.

(Adjustment of Status for unlawfully present
Mlhq +7 A I°43T hoyy 4 Ahan,
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John Washington writes to Black Caucus about Ethiopian suppression

Honorable Donald M. Payne — Chair, Congressional Black Caucus
Dear Representative Payne:

The people of Ethiopia today are subjected to the legacy of colonialism, including political tribalism, interethnic
conflict, identity crisis and cultural suppression. The current regime of Ethiopia, The Tigre Peoples' Liberation Front (TPLF),
is reviving the political policies of the former colonial invader of Ethiopia, of whom Mussolini was representative. In adopting
such neo-colonial policies, the TPLF through the use of intimidation and force has replaced the Ethiopian script with Latin
language. Latin is imposed in elementary schools of southwestern Ethiopia. The children of southwestarn Ethiopia are not
allowed to obtain education through the use of their own alphabet, on which the Black civilization is based. In this regard, the
TPLF's action is undermining thé heritage of Black civilization. The Ethiopians' history as well as their destiny is connected
to the Ethiopian script.

In view of the fact that the Ethiopian alphabet is the symbol of the civilization of Black people, it is fitting and proper
for African-Americans and, indeed, all freedom-loving people to play a constructive role in protecting and preserving this
heritage that is now being threatened. To this end, already a number of individuals and organizations in the United States are
expressing moral support in our effort to urge the U.S. government to dissuade the TPLF in imposing Latin in Ethiopia.

As a sample of this moral support, I am herewith forwarding to you a petition ... which includes singatures of some
of the participants of the Oct. 17-18, 1996 Philosophy Born of Struggle II1 conference that convened at RocEland Community
College, Suferen, New York. Among the sponsors of the conference were the Alain Locke Society, The American Council of
Learned Saciety, and others. Some of the signatories to the petition are: Professors Judith Mary Green, Fordham University,
NY; Blanche Radford Curry, Fayetteville State University, NC; Tommy Lott, University of Missouri at St. Louis, MO; Esme
Bhan, Georgetown University, District of Columbia; Stephen Thompson, Howard University, District of of Columbia; and J.
Everett Green, Rockland Community College, NY, Chairperson of the conference,

On Behalif of the signatories, | request the Congressional Black Caucus present the concerns here raised to Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, so that he may dissuade the TPLF to discontinue imposing Latin in south-western Ethiopia. A possible
approach to this problem is to urge the U.S. governmentto withdraw its' diplomatic and finanical support of the TPLF regime.
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please let me know.

- Johnny Washington, Ph.D.
Professor of Philosophy, Professor of African-American Studies and director of African-American Studies Program, South-

western Missouri State University, Springfield, Missouri
LEL

Petition of Discontinue the Imposition of Latin in Ethiopian Elementary Schools

Since time immemorial, Ethiopia has stood as a symbol of splendor of African civilization. At the turn of the century,
Ethiopia served as unifying symbol for Pan Africanism, subsequently the Organization of African Unity, the various
decolonizing movements on the continent of Aftica, and freedom movements in the African Diaspora. Until the Italian
invasion, Ethiopia had preserved ethnic pluralism and unity. Today that symbol of unity is being treatened by Ethiopia's
existing political regime, the Tigre People's Liberation Front (TPLF), which rules under the auspices of Ethiopian People's
Revolutionary Democratic Front with force and terror. The TPLF now harms the Ethiopians and undermines their cultural
survival. Space does not permit us here to enumerate all of the problems the TPLF are causing Ethiopia. One stands out:: The
TPLF is forcing Ethiopians to reject their indigenous Ethiopic alphabet (i.¢, languages) and adopt latin alphabet, a European
language, which has replaced the Ethiopian script in elementary schools in southwestern Ethiopia. Ofcourse, the Latin
alphabet is not part of the heritage of Black people.

Whereas, the imposition of Latin on the entire Black population reaffirms that Ethiopia is under an indirect colonial
rule,

Whereas, evidence indicates that the U.S. government has provided the TPLF with over $80 million in its divisive
educational programs; and,

Whereas, despite the western government's persistent support of the TPLF regime, it is reoccupied with perpetuat-
ing colonialism; thus,

Be it resolved that the U.S. government develop a greater awareness of the problems described above, and take
actions forthwith to resolve them, so that the Ethiopian people can enjoy human rights, dignity, freedom.

(Palm Beach Gazette 11/28/96 Page 3A)
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PAZSG S Xt TTHH PR

CAIRG S oK dut AIL 1o T @l for ha0T Ng
KIS LCNT LUF? ¥R (lovavAt hiNGEfo- LAM-AT:

12 ISSUES 6 ISSUES
U.S. $30.00 $16.00
Canada $40.00 5$22.00
Europe $56.00 $30.00 | .
Asia. $70.00 $38.00 l '
Instifutions $80.00 ss000 |

(please, mark your choice above and send your payment in U.S. Dollars)

Subscriber's Name:

Address.

City:

St. Zip Phone: ()

[ would like to order for my friend as well. I have included both payments.
My friend's name and address are as follows.

Subscriber’s Name:

Address:

City:
St. Zip Phone: ()

—_ ——— —_—— - —— -— e G e e e = g e
=== === ===== - =

TOTAL PAYMENT ENCLOSED: $

LANDAFTA, P.O.BOX 49301, Atlanta, GA 30359
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NAZARETH RESTAURANT
Authentic Ethiopian Cusine
5291 Memorial Drive

Stone Mountain, GA 30083
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Phone: (404) 294-0043
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H & B Restaurant
Ethiopian Cuisine & Bar

H & B Restaurant

Ethiopian Cuisine & Bar
4600 A. E. Ponce DeLeon Ave.
Clarkston, GA 30021
Phone: (770)723-0502
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